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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among the publi- 
cations in question attention is especially drawn to those referred 


to in the following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. ‘The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
déals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports, issued by 
the Foreign Office, see p. 196. 
RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Sight Tests. Report on the Sight Tests used in the Mercantile 
Marine for the year ended 31st December, 1899. Cd. 116. Price 14d. 
This is a report to the Secretary of the Board of Trade on the 
results of the examination of candidates for certificates of com- 
petency as officers in the mercantile marine and others in regard 


A 
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to form and colour vision. It shows that in 1899 out of 4,642 
candidates examined, 21, or 0°45 per cent., failed in form vision, 
and out of the remaining 4,621, 39, or 0°84 per cent., failed in 
colour vision. oF 

Return, Life Assurance Compunies. 97. Price 2s.10d. — 

This return, which is issued annually by the Finance Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, contains statements of accounts and 
of life assurance and annuity business, and abstracts of actuarial 
reports deposited with the Board of Trade by life assurance com- 
panies under the “ Life Assurance Companies Act, 1870,” during 
the year 1899. During the year the sum of 28,907,7451. was paid 
in premiums, an increase of 1,138,209]. as compared with the 
figures for the previous year. 

Indian Ewpenditure Commission, “Final Report of the Royal 
Commission on the Administration of the Expenditure of India. 
0d.131. Price 1s. 7d. 

This is the final report of the Royal Commission appointed in 
May, 1895, to inquire into the administration and management of 
the military and civil expenditure incurred under the authority of 
the Secretary of State for India in Council or of the Government 
of India, and the apportionment of charge between the Govern- 
ments of the United Kingdom and of India for purposes in which 
both are interested. Amongst the recommendations of the Com- 
mission is the proposal that the Imperial Government should 
make certain grants amounting to 295,000J. in aid of charges at 
present borne by the Indian Government. 

Chatham and District Light Railways Order, 1899. C. 9,544. 
Price 34d. 

This is an Order of the Light Railway Commissioners, as 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
construction of about 8 miles of light railway, on a gauge of 
3 ft. 6 ins., in Chatham and Gillingham. 

Corringham Light Railway Order, 1899. C. 9,392. Price 24d. 

This is an Order of the Light Railway Commissioners, as 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
construction of a light railway at Corringham, about 2} miles 
long, in connection with the London, Tilbury and Southend 
Railway. 

Jamaica. Further Correspondence relating to the Finances and 
Government of the Island of Jamaica. Cd. 125. Price 5}d.° 

The correspondence contained in the present return is in con- 
tinuation of that included in C. 9,412 and C. 9,413 of July last, 
and relates to the position of the Jamaica Civil Service, and to Sir 
David Barbour’s report on the finances of Jamaica (C. 9,412), and 
other matters. - 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
INDIA OFFICE CONTRACTS. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council, is prepared to receive 

Tenders from such persons as may be willing to 

supply (1) Steel Rails and Fishplates ; (2) 
< ’ Steel Fishbolts. 

The Conditions of Contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and Tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 
two o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the Ist May, 1900, after which time 
no Tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Goverament 

relating to Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—The names of Canadian firms making “3 ply” 
hardwood (i.e., one thick and two thin veneers cemented together) 
are asked for. 

The same enquirer wishes to correspond with Canadian lumber 
merchants who can sell large quantities of spruce-wood boxes, 
planed and unplaned, cut to size and packed in bales. ? 

The inventor of a machine for converting peat into hard con- 
densed blocks in ten hours after digging, and also for convertin 
it into excellent charcoal, is open to sell the rights for Canada, an 
desires to get into communication with a good firm who would be 
willing to take the matter up. 

A firm accustomed to receiving products for sale on consign- 
ment, also to buying and shipping a great variety of British 
goods, and for conducting general agency business for Colonial 
houses, is open to act as the English branch or as London repre- 
sentative of a Canadian society, institution, firm, or private 
individual. 

The names and addresses of the principal soap and candle 
makers in Canada are asked for. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm ask to be furnished with 
the addresses of a few large manufacturers of flags in Great 
Britain. 

A firm in Canada manufacturing and exporting architectural 
sheet metal building materials, metallic roofing, &c., wish to 
correspond with likely importers of such goods in the United 
Kingdom. 

The manufacturers in Canada of bath rims, closet seats and 
tanks and other sanitary appliances, desire to be placed in commu- 
nication with English houses dealing in these goods. 


a2 
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PORTUGAL. 


H.M. Consul at Mozambique writes that one of the most striking 
peculiarities of the native of Portuguese East 
Umbrellas Africa is his partiality for umbrellas. In order 
for Natives to satisfy his craving in this direction very 

in East Africa. cheap umbrellas reach the East coast from 
India, but although the price at which they 

are placed in the purchaser’s hands is only about 1s. 9d., he is 
often heard to complain that even this apparently small sum 
places the luxury of shade at times beyond his reach. It is 
thought, therefore, that if any enterprising firm at home found 
itself in a position to produce sunshades at a slightly cheaper price 
they should meet with a large and ready sale. (Foreign Office, 

Annual Series, 2,399.) 


SPAIN. 
The “Madrid Gazette” of 18th inst. contains Royal Orders 
granting 99 year concessions, without sub- 
panreasne-d ventions, for the construction of railways, 


Construction. as follows :— 


A narrow gauge line from Navalcarnero, on the Madrid Villa del 
Prado line, to La Puebla de Montalban. 

A narrow gauge line from Leon, by the valley of the River 
Porma, to a connection at La Losilla with the line La Robla to 
Valmaseda, and continuing with a branch to the coal districts of 
Veneros and Sabero. 

A narrow gauge line from Oviedo to a junction with the line 
from Ujo to Trubia. This concession is to the Vasco Asturiana 
Railway Co. of Oviedo. 

A narrow gauge line from Orense to the Portuguese frontier 
opposite Tamagueles. 

A 14 metre gauge line from the neighbourhood of the station 
of Sotrondio on the line from Sama to Labiana to the coal valley 
of Santa Barbara. This concession is to the railway company of 
Langreo in Asturias. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 19th inst. contains Royal’ Orders 
granting similar concessions for the following :— 

A narrow gauge line from Trubia by Grado to San Esteban de 
Pravia in Asturias. This concession is to the Vasco Asturiana 
Railway Company of Oviedo ; and 

A narrow gauge line from Pontevedra to La Estrada. 
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The “Gazette” of 18th inst., above referred to, also contains 
Electric Royal Orders authorising the construction of 

the following :— 

~ A network of electric lines for the town of 

Almeria, and from it to the villages of Benahadua, Rioja, and 
Tabernas. 

Also from the station of Argamasilla, on the main line from 
Madrid to Andalusia, to the station of Socuellamos on the line 
from Madrid to Alicante. 


The ‘Madrid Gazette” of 21st inst. contains announcements 
calling for Tenders for the following :— 
Port Works. (Up to 26th prox.) For the execution of 
the new construction works of the third section 
of the plan for dredging the canal of the inlet of Aviles, in the 
Province of Oviedo, the estimated cost of which is 360,662 pesetas, 
or, say, nearly 11,0007. ; and 
(Up to 19th prox.—for award on 3lst idem.) For the con- 
struction of the works of the mooring wharf, sheltered dock, and 
other improvements of the Port of Santa Cruz de la Palma (Canary 
Islands), the estimated cost of which is 2,661,448 pesetas, or, say, 
over 80,0001. 


The gazettes containing the above notices may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘rade, 50, 
Parliament Street, any day between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

from Her Majesty’s Consul at Genoa, stating 

Tenders for that Tenders are invited by the Naval Arsenal 

Tin Plates for at Spezia, not later than the 2nd May next, at 

the Italian Navy. 11 a.m., for the supply of tin plates to the 

Italian navy. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 

personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” of ae “ the 14th 

. inst., Tenders will be received by the Society of 
Construction of Officials, 9, Place Amzi, Bucharest, for the 
Public Building. construction of a public building to be used 
as the headquarters of the Society. Estimated price, 400,000 francs. 
Preliminary deposit, 6 per cent. ; final deposit, 10 per cent. Work 
must be commenced by 25th May, at latest. 
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Tenders will also be received at the Office of the Mayor of 
Rémnic-Sarat for the construction of a *dyke 
— to protect the bank of the Rémnic River. 
ofa Mole. Estimate, 276,887 francs. Deposit, 11,097 
francs. 


Tenders will also be received “ the ped of the oe ee of Jassy 
; for the installation in that town of a drinking- 
Installation of = Sater supply. The municipality guarantees to 
Water Supply. the concessionaire a minimum sale of a value of 
500,000 francs, including water to be supplied by the municipality 
to the poor. The municipality will fix the maximum sum which 
the concessionaire may charge per cubic metre. 


MEXICO. 


According to the New of 30th ult., 
: upwards 0 A ols. are to be spent at an 

Generel. Gpantngs early date by La Compania Jabonera de la 
for Trade. Laguna, at Gomez Palacio, Durango, Mexico, 

in rebuilding their soap works, which were destroyed by fire a 
few months ago. The persons interested in the above-named soap 
works have recently secured a concession from the Mexican Govern- 
ment to manufacture glycerine, and works for that purpose are 
also to be erected. Everything required for both undertakings 
will have to be bought, and the purchases will include the usual 
machinery used in such works, besides a complete power plant. 
Many new manufacturing undertakings are being developed in 
Mexico, and for the past few years this republic has also led in the 
construction of railroads and in the development of mines. Mer- 
chants identified with Mexican trade claim that the first six 
months of this year will show a decided increase in business over 
the same period of any previous year. The railroad and electrical 
constructions alone have kept up a steady demand for manufactured 


goods. 
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THE FOREIGN TRADE OF CHINA IN 1899. 


The following account of the foreign trade of China during the 
year 1899 is taken from the returns of trade drawn up by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs :— 

The foreign trade of China during the year 1899 was charac- 
terised by an astonishing development, and merchants, both 
foreign and native, made handsome profits in almost every branch. 
The political situation, although still unsettled, gave rise to no 
immediate fears ; exchange remained remarkably steady ; the rice 
crop was abundant; the spring weather during the critical period 
for the silkworms was unusually favourable; and, except for a 
recrudescence of piracy on the West River, there were no disturb- 
ances to check trade. The gratifying result was that the year 
beat all previous records and showed an advance without precedent. 
The total trade was valued at 460,533,288 haikwan taels*, a rise of 
91,916,805 haikwan taels on 1898, and more than double the figures 
for 1890. The internal trade of the country was also unusually brisk, 
and the important changes which will be brought about by the 
extension of railways have already been proved. Newchwang and 
Tientsin have promptly responded to the stimulus of better means 
of communication, and the trade of those ports has leapt forward, 
although the former suffered from a severe outbreak of plague. It 
is found that immediately trains begin to run, districts through 
which there was comparatively little traffic, such as between 
Paoting and Peking, suddenly commence to hum with life and 
activity, and there springs up a flourishing trade which ,was 
formerly undreamt of and impossible for want of cheap transport. 
The Russian line has been completed as far north as Moukden, and 
the extraordinary richness of Manchuria will soon become evident. 
The Lu-Han Railway, from Peking to Hankow, makes steady 
progress. Within six months it is expected that trains will 
be running as far south as Chingting. The difficulties in the 
southern section, where extensive tunnelling is required, make 
construction slower there, but rails have been laid for 40 kilo- 
metres northwards from Hankow, the track is now being made as 
far as Sinyang—to which place it is hoped to run trains within 
two years —and the whole line of 1,200 kilometres is to be com- 
pleted in five years, including the difficult engineering feat of 
bridging the Yellow River. The line between Taku, Tientsin, 
and Peking continues to advance in prosperity, and the extension 
beyond Shanhaikwan towards Newchwang is being rapidly pushed 
forward. Yingkou, the real port of Newchwang, will shortly be 
connected by rail with the capital. Difficulties regarding the 
question of control are hampering the concessionaires of various 
other lines, but it is to be hoped that these will soon be satisfactorily 
arranged, as there is no longer any doubt that the effect of cheap 
transport will lead to an encrmous development of China’s trade. 


* The average value of the Haikwan Tael was 5s, 23d. in 1890, 2s, 10}d. in 1898, 
and 8s. Ojd..in 1899, 
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Santuao, which possesses a splendid harbour, was opened as a 
branch office by the Foochow Customs on the 8th May, and 
although a very small trade has been done up to the present, there 
seems reason for expecting a good future for the port. At 
Nanking the Custom House commenced work on the Ist May, 
and Youchow was opened as the first Treaty port in Hunan on 
the 13th November. By arrangement with the German Govern- 
ment, a Custom House was established on the island of Tsingtao 
on the Ist July, to control the trade passing to the mainland 
through the leased territory of Kiachow. 

a.) Imports. — The net value of the import trade was 
264,748,456 hk. tls., being an advance of 55,169,122 hk. tls. over 
the previous year and double the figures for 1890. Opium of all 
kinds jumped from 49,785 to 59,100 piculs and realised most 
remunerative prices. Both importers and native dealers made 
large profits. The reason for this remarkable increase in a 
trade which has been steadily dying out was probably due to bad 
crops of the native drug, though information on the point is 
obscure. It is said that the adulteration of native opium has 
affected it adversely. Morphia, which was noted in last year’s 
report as arriving in constantly increasing quantities, rose from 
92,159 to 154,705 ounces, The Chinese Government has been 
warned of the evils which are resulting from the improper use of 
this drug, and steps are now being taken to have the importation 
restricted. The trade in cotton goods, which had remained prac- 
tically stationary for three years, made a great advance, the value 
having risen from 77,618,824 hk. tls. to 103,465,048 hk. tls. It 
would be tedious to particularise all the gains, but every article 
mentioned in the table of imports, with the exception of grey 
shirtings (insignificant decrease). ‘T-cloths, English and Dutch 
jeans, and English yarn, were imported in quantities exceed- 
ing the figures for 1898. As regards the falling off in 
T-cloths, it is explained that their place is being taken by what 
are generaliy known in the trade as ‘“ Continentals,” which 
are included in our returns under the heading of sheetings 
English sheetings showed an advance from 523,366 to 763,762 
pieces, and the increase must be uscribed partly to Continentals 
and partly to the higher prices which prevailed in the 
United States. American sheetings rose again, from 2,483,991 
to 3,975,903 pieces. Speaking generally, the year commenced 
with small stocks on hand, and demand was brisk. A short cotton 
crop throughout the world gradually raised prices, but contracts 
for delivery in China were made so far in advance that importers 
were able to lay down their goods at prices which realised handsome 
profits. Towards the close of the year higher prices tended to check 
business, and it is possible that importers may have to face some 
delay in disposing of the importations which arrive at dearer 
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rates. The feature most worthy of note was the continued advance 
of American and Japanese goods, the latter especially showing 
very rapid development. ‘The class of white shirtings now 
imported is greatly superior to what came formerly, the people 
demanding a better article. It is worth noticing, as evidence of 
prosperity, that what may be described as cotton goods de lume, 
such as chintzes, printed twills, cambrics, &c., and handkerchiefs, 
were purchased in much larger quantities. Handkerchiefs jumped 
from 305,314 to 678,356 dozens. Cotton flannel showed a remark- 
able increase, from 153,885 to 397,469 pieces, and Japanese 
cotton flannel, from 56,835 to 176,676 pieces. English cotton 
yarn suffered a falling off, while Indian and Japanese increased, 
the latter having now risen to 779,700 piculs. It is probable that 
the local mills will gradually get the better of their foreign rivals. 
The yarn made from Chinese cotton is much whiter than the 
Indian yarn and obtains better prices, which explains why Japan 
imports raw cotton from China to mix with Indian. 

Woollen goods, though not showing such a promising progress 
as the cotton goods, made a distinct advance, camlets, lastings, 
long ells, and blankets all having increased. 

The metal trade remains inelastic, and the total value was 
slightly below that of the previous year. 

(b) Ezxports—The value of the exports was estimated at 
195,784,832 hk, tls., an increase of 36,747,683 hk. tls. over the 
previous year’s total, and, as in the case of imports, more than 
double the figures for 1890. In view of the fact that railways 
are now opening up districts previously cut off from communica- 
tion with ports, it is fairly safe to predict that in less than another 
ten years the trade will have again doubled. Exports are at 
present checked by price and inferior quality—the former due to 
cost of carriage and heavy taxation, the latter to adulteration or 
faulty methods of preparation for foreign markets. Prices will 
come down when railways bring the goods more cheaply to the 
ports and incrcase the supply. Among the articles affected by 
defective preparation or adulteration may be mentioned straw 
braid, wax, goat skins and hides, bristles, feathers, tallow, wax, 
musk, rhubarb, nutgalls, arsenic, hemp, and tobacco. The com- 
plaints made by exporters have been laid before the Government, 
and, in view of the necessity of increasing the export trade to 
meet expenditure abroad, it is to be hoped that steps will be taken 
to teach the people that practices which may bring a temporary 
profit are opposed to their future interests. 

The export of black tea uppears to be slowly reviving. In last 
year’s Report a gain of 82,218 piculs was recorded, and 1899 saw 
a further advance of 88,445 piculs. An interesting experiment 
made in the Wenchow district seems to have proved conclusively 
that the application of Indian methods of manufacture to Chinese 
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tea, to lower grades at any rate, results in marked improvement. 
One-half of a small crop of tea was rolled by machinery, the other 
half being rolled by hand by the same maker. The machine- 
rolled tea fetched 8d. per lb. in London on the 20th July, and the 
same broker sold the hand-rolled tea on the 27th July for 63d. 
per lb., the former being of distinctly superior quality. The 
experiment is to be tried on a larger scale, but there is difficulty 
in obtaining fresh leaf in sufficient quantity. It would seem that 
the Chinese have still something to learn as regards plucking and 
pruning. The quantity of green tea exported also showed an 
increase, being 12,630 piculs more than in 1897, and 28,492 piculs 
above the total of 1898. There was a falling off in the quantity 
exported to Great Britain and the Colonies, but the United States 
took 119,184 piculs, as against 77,540 piculs in 1898. While 
speaking of the United States it may be mentioned that the new 
regulations for preventing the importation of spurious teas had 
a decided effect in improving quality ; but it would seem that the 
working of the regulations is somewhat irregular and gives rise to 
well-founded complaint. A consignment of tea, which was rejected 
and sent back to Shanghai, was reshipped in its original condition and 
was allowed to be imported. It is reported that the results of the 
year’s trade were unsatisfactory both to native dealers and to foreign 
exporters. Fine teas sold in London often realised a serious loss, 
while the commoner kinds brought occasionally handsome profits. 
This is significant of the deterioration of the public taste, which 
has been educated to prefer bitterness and strength to delicacy 
of flavour and wholesomeness. There was a gain of over 
11,950 piculs in the quantity of brick tea exported to Great 
Britain, probably for transhipment to the Yenesei River; but the 
total exports were rather lower than in the previous year. The falling 
off, however, was more than compensated for by the consignments 
overland to Siberia via the Han River, which rose from 3,927 to 
52,619 piculs. The tea trade is not dead, and the adoption of 
improved methods of cultivation and manufacture would soon 
make China a serious competitor with India and Ceylon, especially 
as the closing of the Indian mints has resulted in giving China 
the advantage in exchange. 

The total value of the export of silk of all kinds and of silk 
products was 82,109,370 hk. tls., as compared with 56,108,919 
hk. tls. in the previous year. White raw silk rose from 43,536 
to 59,845 piculs ; yellow raw silk, from 7,746 to 14,]46 piculs ; 
wild silk, from 16,489 to 24,674 piculs; steam filature silk, from 
41,050 to 49,435 piculs; and refuse silk, from 71,339 to 91,254 
piculs. That the year was one of remarkable prosperity for this 
trade is to be ascribed to a coincidence of happy circumstances : 
there was'a brisk demand from abroad—no doubt caused in part 
by preparation for the coming Paris Exhibition, and it so happened 
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that there was a good crop of silk to meet it. Although there 
were no indications of any diminution in the extent to which the 
worms were affected by disease, the dry weather during the period 
of cultivation proved so exceptionally favourable to them that 
a distinct improvement was apparent, both in the quantity and 
quality of the crop. The mulberry leaves also benefited from. 
the same condition, and the abundant supply of wholesome: 
food had no small share in the results obtained. More worms sur-. 
vived to the spinning stage, the cocoons proved heavier in silk 
and much easier to reel off, and the silk was bright, elastic, and 
strong. Shao-hsing cocoons yielded about 15 per per cent. more 
silk, whilst those from Wu-hsi showed an improvement of from 20 
to 25 per cent. The steady demand from Europe and America 
caused prices to rise gradually during the year, and record figures 
were reached in October. By the end of that month nine-tenths 
of the whole produce of the steam filatures in Shanghai had been 
contracted for, and as the balance has since been disposed of, the 
new season will open with no stocks carried over. The steam 
filatures have all made good profits, in great contrast to 1898. It 
is very doubtful whether this appearance of prosperity in the trade 
will prove an unmixed blessing. The attempts lately made to 
persuade the Chinese authorities to deal with the disease in the 
worms, by adopting the Pasteur system, have probably received a 
serious check. The year has shown clearly the possibilities of ex- 
pansion when circumstances are propitious, and healthy worms 
and lighter taxation would rapidly increase the export. The con- 
ditions at the present moment are not hopeful for reform, and the 
weather must decide the question of a good crop during 1900. 


(c) Re-exports.—The value of foreign imports re-exported to 
foreign countries was 9,007,609 hk. tls., consisting principally of 
piece goods, cotton yarn, blankets, iron of all kinds, tinplates, 
coal, raw cotton, ginseng, and Formosan tea,—sent to America, 
Russian Manchuria, Corea, Japan, and Hong-Kong. 


Shipping.—Entries from foreign ports were 7,004 vessels, aggre- 
gating 5,479,000 tons, as compared with 6,093 vessels, with a 
total tonnage of 4,927,000 tons, in 1898. Coastwise entries were 
25,850 vessels, making 14,147,000 tons, as against 19,958 vessels, 
representing 12,164,000 tons, in 1898. The total tonnage, entries 
and clearances, was 39,268,000 tons; and of this total,Great Britain 
contributed 59 per cent. ; China, 24 per cent. ; Japan, 7 per cent. ; 
Germany, 5 per cent.; France, 2 per cent.; Sweden and Norway, 
1 per cent.; Russia, 1 per cent.; and America, 1 per cent. It 
may be interesting to note the percentages contributed by each 
flag to the total tonnage entered from foreign ports, which were : 
British, 61; Japanese, 13; German, 8; French, 5; Chinese, 5; 
American, 8; Swedish and Norwegian, 2; all other flags, 3. ' The 
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tonnage employed in the foreign trade has approximately doubled 
since 1890. 


_ Treasure—The recorded movements of gold and silver bullion 


between China and foreign countries were as follows: gold was 
exported to the value of 8,335,815 hk. tls., giving a net export, 
after deducting 696,036 hk. tls. imported, of 7,639,779 hk. tls. ; and 
the net import of silver was 1,271,444 hk. tls. There is little doubt 
that some of the silver sent away to Hong-Kong and Macao and to 
Port Arthur found its way back to Chinese territory. Of the gold 
exported, the bulk went to Japan, only 2,468,151 hk. tls. going to 
Europe. 


WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF COPPER IN 1899. 


The following table from the New York “ Engineering and 
Mining Journal” of 7th inst. gives the figures for the copper 
production of the world for the year 1899, as compared with 
1898 :— 


Countries. 1898. 1899. 
Tons of Tons of 
2,240 Ibs. 2,240 lbs. 
Austria-Hungar ose 1,540 1,505 
Cape of Good Hope ... 7,060 6,490 
Great Britain ... 550 550 
Japan ... bos 25,175 27,560 
Russia ... wie 6,000 6,009 
Spain and Portugal ... 53,225 53,720 
Sweden ... oe 489 520 
Total asd 434,329 473,818 


Among important producers other than the United States, the 
changes are not so great as might have been expected during a 
period of very high prices, but it should be remembered that 
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copper production cannot be increased at short notice. The out- 
put of existing mines may, perhaps, be urged for a time, but the 
opening of new copper deposits involves as a rule much time and 
a large expenditure of money. 

The most important gains shown by the larger producers are 
25,915 tons in the United States, 3,667 tons in Mexico, where 
some important copper districts are being opened, 3,375 tons in 
Germany, of which 2,745 was from the Mansfield Mines, and 2,385 
tons from Japan, this advance being made notwithstanding the 
stoppage of production in one of the largest mines in the country, 
the Besshi. In Spain the production shows but little change. 
The Rio Tinto increased its production only 665 tons for the year, 
while the Tharsis and Sevilla, as well as the Mason & Barry in 
Portugal, show little change. In Australasia a gain of 2,750 tons 
is estimated, a large part of which came from the Mount Lyell 
Mine in Tasmania. The Cape Copper Company shows an actual 
decrease in the output from its African mines. 

The increase in the total supply is not far from 10 per cent., 
which has been the average rate of gain in copper production for 
several years past. It is quite possible that 1900 will show even 
a greater gain, 


THE FINANCES OF BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Gazette of India” for the 21st ult. publishes a Summary 
of the Financial Statement of British India for 1900-1901, from 
which the following particulars are taken :— 

The Financial Statement points out that the significance of the 
figures for 1899-1900 and for 1900-1901 relates to the agricultural 
situation : India is suffering from a very serious famine. 

The accounts of 1898-99 which have been published yield a 
surplus of 2,641,000/. 

A surplus of 2,622,000/. was estimated last March for 1899-1900. 
Receipts improved during the year by 607,0001., in spite of a loss 
of land revenue owing to famine of 1,187,000/. Gross receipts 
from railways increased by 824,000/. Post office, telegraph, and 
mint receipts were better by 423,0001, and opium receipts by 
401,000. Expenditure increased during the year by 676,000/., 
in spite of a decrease under army services of 738,000/., owing 
chiefly to the despatch of troops to South Africa, Ceylon, an 
Singapore, and of economies of 405,000/. under buildings and 
roads. ‘he increase was due to famine, 2,055,0001. being devoted 
to direct famine relief. The surplus for the year therefore becomes 
2,553,0001. 

The budget estimates are made up at 1s. 4d. the rupee. An in- 
crease of 838,000I. is taken under land revenue, as it is hoped famine 
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will have disappeared by September. An increase of 667,0001. is 
anticipated from railways, and of 156,000/. from opium, owing to 
better prices in China. Direct famine relief is expected to cost 
3,335,000/. Allowing for temporary increases due to high prices 
and for recoveries, military estimates show an increase of 746,0001., 
of which nearly half is devoted to re-arming the native army. 
The surplus for 1900-1901 works out at 160,000/. 

The Secretary of State is expected to have drawn by the 31st of 
March 19,000,000/. at an average rate a little over 1s. 4d., but 
owing to famine expenditure 1,500,0001. of the drawings were met 
out of currency reserve, the gold being held in England. 

Next year the Secretary of State expects to draw 16,440,000/. 
and to incur temporary debt of 500,000/. The Secretary of State 
does not expect to raise fresh permanent sterling debt ; but it is 
estimated that a loan of three crores will be necessary in India for 
ways and means. Capital expenditure on Railways will amount 
to 4,872,0001. and the Irrigation grant is raised to a full crore. 

With regard to the countervailing duties on beet-sugar, the 
statement shows that imports were nearly 45 per cent. less in the 
last nine months than in the corresponding period of the previous 
year. ‘Trade, however, was conducted under such abnormal condi- 
tions, and the fluctuating character of this importation is so 
remarkable that no conclusion can be drawn. 

The suitability of the 1s. 4d. rate for the volume of Indian trade 
is discussed. It is shown that the total trade of India for the first 
ten months is greater in spite of serious obstacles than it was in 
1898-99 which was held to be an abnormal year. 

The financial history of the year is overshadowed by famine, but 
India in the current year met all demands for famine and railway 
construction out of revenue without borrowing and passed to a gold 
standard, through the ordinary operations of trade, without adding 
to her indebtedness. 


COLONIAL TRAINING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


I.—Colonial School in France. 


The American Consular Agent at EHibenstock, under date of 
12th February, 1900, reports that a Colonial Institute is to be 
opened in Marseilles to prepare young men to fill positions in the 
French Colonies. Expeditions of students will be sent out at the 
expense of the State, and commercial houses will receive the 
information thus obtained in the form of detailed reports. In- 
struction will be given in botany, zoology, natural history, colonial 
geography and history, &c. There will be a museum of plants, 
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minerals, &c., so that the student may become acquainted with the 
actual products of the colonies; also, a school of medicine, to 
familiarize him with diseases peculiar to tropical countries. It is 
probable that arrangements will be made for teaching oriental 
languages. For grounds and buildings, the city of Marseilles has 
granted 38,6001. 


II.—Colonial Training in Belgium. 

The United States Consul at Brussels reports that, in view of 
the increasing prosperity in the Belgian Congo, the Belgian 
Government is considering means of interesting the people in the 
subject of colonization. One of the most practical is the recent 
establishment at the Horticultural School, at Vilvorde, of a special 
department for the training of students who intend to seek their 
fortunes in the colonies. There will be practical demonstrations of 
the sort of buildings a settler must construct, and instruction in 
rules of sanitation, ‘Ihe cultivation of indigenous plants, as well 
as of European vegetables and plants, the best methods of gathering 
crops and transporting them to market where there is a demand 
for them, and the way to treat the native population, from which 
the labour supply must be drawn, will all be dealt with. 


GERMAN INTERESTS IN GUATEMALA. 


The “ Berichte iiber Handel und Industrie,” published in Berlin 
by the German Government, and quoted in the Monthly Bulletin 
of the Bureau of American Republics, contains some interesting 
facts in regard to German interests in Guatemala, on which the 
following is based :— 

The German plantations in Guatemala cover in all 2,725 square 
kilometres, or 2°14 per cent. of the area of the Republic (including 
the undeveloped Department of Peten, or 3:07 per cent. without 
this). The percentage would be much higher if all the territory 
capable of cultivation, or where it has just been commenced, were 
taken into consideration. In fact, the most fertile and best parts 
of Guatemala are in German hands. 

The best districts for the cultivation of coffee and sugar—the 
most important products of Guatemala—are first on the Pacific 
side of the volcanic mountains which run parallel to the coast, 
from Salvador to Mexico, and which wall in the highlands of the 
interior of the country; and secondly on the Atlantic slope of 
these highlands, both having an altitude of from 400 to 1,500 
metres above the sea. 

The Atlantic -and Pacific slopes are covered with German 
plantations. On the latter they form a continuous narrow chain 
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almost. throughout the length of the country. This region is the 
most flourishing in Guatemala. 

The four western departments surpass the eastern in the 
intensity and age of their culture, and also in regard to roads and 
other evidences of advancement. The western districts of Costa 
Grande, Xolhnitz, Costa Euca, Costa Cucho, and Tumbador 
contain the best coffee and sugar plantations in Guatemala, many 
of which belong to Germans. Incidentally it may be stated that 
these plantations continue into the adjoining Mexican States, where 
analagous conditionsexist, and which, economically speaking, belong 
to Guatemala, with which that region has better connections than 
with the other Mexican commonwealths. Germans from Guatemala 
have, in late years, secured large tracts of land in this district. 
Near the boundary there are at present, 15 German plantations 
valued at 750,000/. with an area of 65 square kilometres, producing 
6,700 centners* of coffee alone valued at 20,0001. The port of 
this district is San Benito, where the steamships of the German 
“ Kosmos” Line make regular calls. 

On the Atlantic side, the picture of the German plantations 
presents a different aspect from that of the Pacific, while the 
mountain slopes on the Atlantic coast are adaptable to the working 
of plantations, it is only in later years that it has been undertaken 
to any great extent. In a relatively short time Germans have 
obtained large tracts of land. Nearly all plantations lie in the 
Department of Verapaz, about a third of them being in German 
hands. The area of land owned by Germans on the Atlantic side 
of this Department is about three-fifths of the total area of all the 
German plantations. On the other hand, the value of these 
plantations, about 500,000/., represents only 15 per cent. of the 
total value of plantations owned by Germans in Guatemala; also 
the number of coffee trees in this district (3,700,000), and the 
yearly production of coffee (29,000 centners) equals only 15 per 
cent. of the total crop. The explanation is that in this eastern 
district, which is indeed extensive, but obtained cheaply, only a 
small part is under cultivation. 

In the next few years the cultivation, production and value of 
these plantations will materially increase, while the possibilities of 
those on the Pacific Coast are limited in this regard. At present, 
however, properties of 100 to 500 hectares on the Pacific side are 
valued at ten times as much as those in the district of Coban. 
The Coban coffee, on the other hand, commands, as a rule, better 
prices. Sugar is grown only in limited quantities. The totdl value 
ofthe German agricultural properties is estimated at 3,200,000I. 
As regards area, the district of Coban, with 1,420 square kilometres, 
is most important, but, as regards value, the district of 


* Centn>r = 220°4 lbs. 
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Guatemala holds the first place, the German properties here being 
worth, in round figures, 1,350,000. 

With a good average harvest the German plantations will 
produce about 200,000 centners of hulled coffee—that is, about one- 
third of the total production of Guatemala, and 1:3 per cent. of the 
world’s production. The number of coffee trees on the German 
properties is 17,700,000. 

The sugar production on the German plantations was in all 
125,000 centners, 74,000 white and 51,000 brown. The latter, 
called panela, is of a lower grade, and is used by the Indians. 
Formerly all the sugar was consumed in the country itself, and it 
was only in 1898 that about 20 per cent. of the crop was exported 
to San Francisco. In connection with the production of sugar a 
brandy is made which is used chiefly by the Indians. 

Cattle are raised on a small number of the plantations, but 
only for market, dairies being rarely found. In the lowlands 
caoutchouc and cacoa are planted, and wheat is grown in the high- 
lands; timber is also brought to market. Several plantations 
have grist mills, which are profitable. Every plantation has 
enough corn, bananas, and live stock (cattle, horses, mules, hogs, 
and poultry) to supply its own necessities. The total value of all 
productions on the German plantations is estimated at about 
750,0001. The parcels of land not under cultivation are generally 
covered by dense tropical forest growths, most of which are virgin 
on the Atlantic side. These forests occupy by far the greater part 
of the plantation, and on the Pacific side often more than one-half 
is wooded. Only in the intensely cultivated western district have 
the forests become perceptibly smaller. 

The trade and industry of Germany enjoys great advantages, 
owing to the fact that so many of the plantations are in the hands 
of Germans. The German planter buys what he needs in 
Germany. German manufactures thus olen staple in the 
country, and articles such as agricultural implements and 
machinery, electric lighting apparatus, bridge material, medicines, 
sacks, &c., all come from Germany. For example, one of the 
largest plantations in one year imported 3,225/. worth of German 
goods and 1,000/. worth of goods made elsewhere, but all pur- 
chased through a German house in Hamburg. Another plantation 
recently bought sugar machinery in Germany to the value of 
18,0001. These importations were generally made direct, the 
local German merchants having no connection with the trans- 
actions. 

The same is the case of the export of coffee from the German 
plantations, which is mainly sent to Germany. 

German capital is largely interested in three transportation 
Fangs whose stockholdeis and managers are almost entirely 

erman. 
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The “‘ Compania de Agencias del Norte y Ferrocarril Verapaz ” 
is a corporation which was created about three years ago through 
the consolidation of the newly formed Verapaz Railway Company 
with the river transportation company “Agencies del Norte.” The 
latter has for a long period carried on a regular service of tow- 
boats from Livingstone, on the Atlantic coast, where it has many 
warehouses and docks, through the “ Golfo Dulce,” and the adjacent 
lakes, and the Rio Polochie as far as Panzos and return. ‘This is 
the only access to the extensive territory of Northern Guatemala, 
especially to the Department of Verapaz and its plantations. It is 
intended that in connection herewith the Verapaz railway shall 
facilitate the communication with the district. The narrow gauge 
(915 mm.) Verapaz Railroad appears to be well built. The steel 
rails, ties, bridges, and other material came from Germany, the 
rolling stock from the United States. The road for the most part 
skirts the properties of the Germans. The extension to Coban is 
very much desired, but a grade of 1,000 metres presents a great 
difficulty. It seems possible, however, to construct an electric 
road with ease. 

The Hamburg-American Line has by contract bound itself 
for a period of three years to have one of its steamers call monthly 
at Livingstone, and during the coffee harvest two steamers each 
month, in all 18 steamers per year, and the total coffee export from 
the Verapaz district to Germany will henceforth probably be carried 
in German bottoms. The river and railway Company is registered 
in Guatemala, and the stockholders are almost all Germans—chiefly 
planters and merchants of Verapaz—and the management is also 
in German hands. The Government pays a subsidy, guaranteed 
from the customs receipts, on goods imported via Livingstone, to 
the amount of three pesos per centner. In 1896 a dividend of 
8 per cent. was declared, but in 1897 the results, owing to the 
economical and political crisis, were unsatisfactory. ' 

The management of the “Compania Anonime del Ferrocarril 
de Océs” is German, and the read itself was built of material 
imported from Germany. It serves for the exportation of coffee 
from the extreme western districts, and passes along the forest- 
covered coast line to the foot of the mountains, which are dotted 
with German plantations. The Company has ample facilities for 
loading and unloading at Océs. During the first harvest it 
handled 100,000 centners of coffee, and its prosperity’ seems 
assured. 

Only one of the principal stockholders of the “ Ferrocarril del 
Occidenta” is German, who is at the same time general director. 
The Company owns the road between Champerico, San Felipe, and 
Molo, as well as the harbour facilities at the former place. The 
road- transports goods chiefly for the German plantations and. 
business houses of the western district, and obtains its supplies, 
such as rails, bridges, &c., from Germany. 
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The following data on Minerals and Mining in Ecuador, 
furnished by Mr, C. Van Isschot, a French metallurgist, long 
a resident in that country, are given in a report by the United 
States Consul-General at Guayaquil. 

As early as 1549, the Spaniards began to work the rich mineral 
veins found near Zaruma, in the province of Del Oro, and they are 
to-day worked by an American company. The placer mines near 
the rivers Santiago, Uimbi, and Cachabi, in the province of 
Esmeraldas, were also early exploited ; but these were all abandoned 
when slavery was abolished. The most attractive field thus far dis- 
covered is that of Zaruma and the provinces south-east of Guayas. 


Gold Ores.—A report on the Zaruma district in 1876 by Dr. Wolf 
caused the formation of several companies, but none of them sur- 
vived. Afterward the South American Development Company, 
of New York was formed, and is now actively and successfully 
mining. The same can be said of the National, a small native 
company. The ore found carries 1 to 4 ounces of pure gold per 
ton, and the vein varies from 1 to 1:5 metres (39:37 to 59-06 
inches) in width, occasionally running much wider. It is encased 
in porphyritic rock covering an area of about 100 square kiloms. 
(38°61 square miles). The upper or surface veins carry “free 
gold” to a depth of 20 to 30 metres (65°6 to 98:4 feet). Below 
this depth it is found generally in combination with copper and 
iron pyrites; in some cases galena and zinc blends occur, with 
specks of pure copper. The yield of these ores is three-fourths 
of an ounce to 1 ounce; but in some instances rich pockets have 
yielded 30 ounces, and in one case 300 ounces. After smelting, 
the product shows 73°04 per cent. of gold and 26-06 per cent. of 
silver. Motive power for all purposes is afforded by the Amarillo and 
Calera rivers, or more properly mountain rapids. Timber is found 
in ample quantity, but transportation is costly. Peons (labourers) 
familiar with the business can be employed at from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d. 
per day ; native miners at 4s. to 5s. ; foreigners, by contract. The 
climate is trying near the streams, even at an altitude of 2,000 
feet; but the higher ranges are healthy. Temperature is from 14 
to 25 degrees centigrade, according to elevation. 

The district is about 60 miles from the coast, and is reached by 
very bad roads, or mountain trails, which make transportation 
slow, difficult, and expensive, especially during the rainy season, 
when the road is a mere bog. This is the most serious drawback, 
work being frequently retarded thereby. 

The mining in Zaruma district is principally by drifts, and the 
mines are self-draining. There are also placer mines in the 
district, but they have received little attention. betsiore 

The placer mines of Esmeraldas were worked under the Spaniards 
by slaves, afterwards abandoned, and, like Zaruma, are at present 
in the hands of an' American company. - ‘Resilts have been 
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disappointing thus far, but recent improvements in water supply 
and a change of management warrant hopes of future success. 

Platinum.—Platinum is found in the washings of Esmeraldas in 
variable quantities. 

Silver.—There are few data regarding this metal. If any mines 
were worked during the period of Spanish occupation their locality 
has been lost. The ores exist in porphyritic formations, but they 
are hard to trace by reason of being either abandoned or buried ; 
a few are known. 

Near the city of Azogues are numerous veins running from 
south to north and east to west at an altitude of 4,500 metres 


het). from 0 6G to 1:2 metres (2 to 4 feet) in width. 


e Matrix is a silicious rock. ‘The silver ore is found in small 
quantities distributed through the mass with iron pyrites. The 
dump gives 1 to 2 kilograms—say, 33 to 66 ounces— per ton. A 
shipment of 77 tons made in 1893-94 from the Constancia mine to 
Germany averaged 310 ounces to the ton. About 500 tons on the 
dump showed a yield of 99 ounces to the ton; some samples 
yielded as much as 1,253 ounces of silver and 10 ounces of gold. 
This property is owned by a native company, which lacks both 
means and inclination for development. Water and fuel are near 
and abundant. The ore can be easily treated by lixiviation, and 
the cost would not exceed 25 cents per ounce. 

Copper.—Deposits are found in the province of Loja, at Cata- 
cocha; but bad roads and remoteness preclude development. 
Others have been recently discovered in the province of Azuay, 35 
miles from the coast, at an altitude of about 5,000 feet. These 
deposits are believed to possess great value and are now being 
developed. All conditions are favourable as regards location, fuel, 
water, labour, &. Analyses at the Virginia mine are very 
flattering : Copper, 19 to 21 per cent. ; silver, 41 to 48 ounces to 
the ton ; gold, 4s. 3d. to 5s. 3d. to the ton. It is believed that 
this is the most valuable mineral deposit in Ecuador. The copper 
mines of Peru in the Cerro de Pasco district, 320 miles from the 
coast and 100 miles from the Oroya Railroad, are paying handsome 
profits despite the enormous cost involved in transportation. The 
Virginia is but 35 miles from a port. 

Lead—Only a few veins of silver galena are known, viz., in 
Santa Cruz, near the town of Malacatos, in the province of Loja. 
Samples show: Lead, 56 per cent. ; silver, 74 ounces to the ton. 
Remoteness precludes development of this property at present. 
The Virginia copper mine carries galena in rich and payin 
quantities—128 to 192 ounces of silver to the ton and 55 to 80 
per cent. of lead. 


Quicksiiver.—No mines are known to exist; but mercury in a 


- metallic state has been found in various localities, even in the 
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suburbs of Guayaquil on the hill Santa Ana. M. Van Isschot 
found it in Los Rios; on the banks of the Collay, in the Eastern 
Cordillera ; on the Esmeraldas ; and in the cultivated valleys of 
Cuenca and Azogues ; but the source of the formation is unknown. 
The mercury is in too minute quantities to be workable, although 
found in a free state. 

Petroleum.—Petroleum was first noticed in the last century by 
Velasco, a priest, who found the natives using it after its reduction 
to pitch. Deposits are found on the shores of the Pacific. In 
many places, in strata of schist, signs of bituminous substances are 
visible. The field, which seems rich, stretches horizontally 
and is of variable thickness. Ata depth of 3 or 4 feet the earth 
is found of dark brown gray, like a sponge, saturated with salt 
water and petroleum. 

Coal.— Anthracite is found in the crystalline schist of Penipe, 
near Riobamba ; lignite, in the neighbourhood of Azogues, Loja, 
and Malacatos in strata of tertiary formation. All are in the 
interior, and valueless until reached by railroads. 

Other Minerals.— Salt is obtained by the natives for domestic 
consumption, and rich strata of sulphur mixed with sand are also 
found. In 1874 a well was sunk by order of Garcia Moreno, then 
President, but was not driven to a sufficient depth to show results. 
The Government has reserved for national benefit the parish of 
Santa Elena and will invite bidders. Gypsum is found in the 
same formation. 

Production of Gold—Despite her ample deposits, Ecuador is at 
the bottom of the list of South American republics in gold pro- 
duction, largely on account of lack of roads. The “ Engineering 
and Mining Journal” places the amount produced in 1897 and 
1898 at about 200 kilograms (440°7 pounds); but this may be 
under-estimated, as a portion is used locally and more leaves the 
Republic by way of Colombia. From June to October, 1899, the 
South American Development Company exported about 7,000/. 
worth ; they are now shipping about 1,500/. per month. It is 
believed that this product will soon be doubled or trebled. 


Mining Laws.—Under the liberal act of 1892, properties can be 
acquired by natives or foreigners by simple ‘‘ denouncement ” 
(pre-emption) before the local authorities. Claims can cover 
1,968 feet in length by 656 feet in width; for placer mines and 
coal fields, 12,355 acres. ‘Twenty claims can be pre-empted by the 
same person. Possession is indefinite as to time if an annual tax of 
25 dols. is paid on claims worked and of 8 dols. on those not worked. 
Machinery and all mining supplies are exempt from Customs 
duties, nor are any fiscal duties charged on concessions or sales. 

The Zaruma district is the most attractive gold field, and the 
next is Esmeraldas. The deposits of the Napo and the eastern 
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region will not invite development until more accessible. The 
region north of Zaruma is believed to be rich. 

In addition to the deposits of silver previously mentioned, the 
cordilleras of Cafiar are known to possess veins which can be easily 
exploited, being near the coast. 

The petroleum fields also deserve attention, but capital and 
careful investigation are necessary. As before stated, the deposits 
run back from the ocean many miles. 

The copper deposits recently discovered promise great results, 
and time and labour may make them very valuable. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a circular issued by the 
-.;, Finance and Commerce Department of the 

Indian Government sanctioning the importa- 
Indian Prod tion into British India by sea of Indian produce 
os: uce. and manufactures coming from foreign Indian 
ports without the fulfilment of the requirement as to imported 
goods being accompanied by a definite indication of origin under 
section 10 (1) (e) (1.) and (II.) of the Indian Merchandise Marks 


Act, IV. of 1889, when bearing the name of a British Indian 
trader or dealer. 


UNITED STATES. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of copies of Circulars recently 

+15 issued by the Treasury Department of the 

epieeealiing United States Government for the guidance 

Duties on : 

Siieien end of United States Customs Officers and others 

concerned, respecting the rates of additional 

German Sugars. import duties to be levied on Belgian and on 

certain classes of German sugars. The Circulars are to the 
following effect :— 

Circular No. 9 (dated 31st January, 1900).—Kaport Bounties on 
Belgian sugars.—‘ In pursuance of the provisions of section 5 of 
“the Act of July 24, 1897” (ic., the present United States 
Tariff Act), “the following amounts of the bounties paid or 
“* bestowed by the Government of Belgium on the exportation of 
“sugars wholly produced in that country on and after Sep- 
“ tember 1, 1899, having been duly ascertained and determined, 
“are hereby declared for the liquidation and ascertainment of 
“ additional duties thereon : 

_ “1, On raw:sugar produced from beetroots .2:25 francs per 100 
“ kilogrammes. 
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«2. On sugar refined from beetroot sugar 2°54 francs per 100 
“ kilogrammes.” 

Circular No. 37 (dated 30th March, 1900).—Export Bounties on 
Belgian sugars.—“ Department Circular No. 9 of 31st January, 
“1900, declaring the amounts of export bounties paid or bestowed 
“by the Government of Belgium on sugars produced in that 
“ country after Ist September, 1899, is hereby supplemented as 
follows :— 

“ The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in Belgium 
“after Ist September, 1900, will be suspended until the next 
“ascertainment and declaration of the bounties on such sugars 
‘ ander the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 24th July, 1897. 

** Additional duties on such sugars will be estimated on the 
“ basis of 3°90 francs per 100 kilogrammes of raw sugar, and 4°40 
‘* francs per 100 kilogrammes of refined.” 

Circular No. 34 (dated 24th March, 1900). —Eaport Bounties 
on German refined sugar.--‘‘ The net amounts of the bounties paid 
“by Germany on the export of refined sugars, as ascertained and 
“determined under the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 
“24th July, 1897, are hereby declared as follows :— 

“1, On candy sugar in white, hard loaves, blocks, crystals, &c., 
“ testing at least 994 per cent., 3-446 marks per 100 kilogrammes. 

2. On all other sugar testing at least 98 per cent., 2°896 


“ marks per 100 kilogrammes.” 


The Board are also in receipt of a further circular, issued by the 

auton Treasury Department of the United States, 

or enemy containing instructions to Customs Officers 

Effect respecting the admission into the United 

— States of household effects free of duty. The 
circular runs as follows :— 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 30th March, 1900. 
“ To Officers of the Customs and others concerned : ; 

“Paragraph 504 of the free list of the Act of 24th July, 1897, 
“ provides as follows: 

“ Books, libraries, usual and reasonable furniture, and similar household effects 
“of persons or families from foreign countries, all the foregoing if actually used 
“abroad by them not less than one year, and not intended for any other person or 
“ persons, nor for sale.” (Free of duty.) 

“The following synopses of rulings of the Department relative 
“to importations of household effects are published for the in- 
“ formation and guidance of all concerned : 

“1. In the case of household effects accompanying the passenger, 
“such effects must be examined by the proper officer of the 
“ Customs, and, after exacting the oath prescribed, all non-dutiable 
“ articles may be passed without entry. Duty should be collected, 
“without requiring regular entry, upon all dutiable articles found 
“among the passengers’ effects, a receipt given for the amount 
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*‘ paid, and a daily report made to the Collector, this report to be 
** treated in the Collectors’ accounts as an informal entry. 

“2. Articles subject to duty found among the household effects 
“ of a person arriving in the United States, which were not, at the 
“time of making entry for such effects, mentioned to the Collector 
“before whom the entry was made, by the person making entry, 
“ are forfeitable, and the owner is liable to a penalty of treble the 
“ value of the dutiable articles. (Section 2802, Revised Statutes.) 

“3. In all cases where household effects do not accompany the 
“ owner, entry must be made, and be properly stamped under the 
“War Revenue Act of 13th June, 1898. 

“4. Household effects are defined as articles which pertain to a 
‘* person as a householder or to a family as a household, but do not 
“include articles used in professional or business pursuits. 

“5. Declaration of the owner will be required inthe following form : 
“ Declaration on free entry of books and other houschold effects of persons or 

“ families from fercign countries, under paragraph 504, Act of 24th July, 1897. 
“This declaration may be taken before any person authorized to administer oaths. ] 
“ Port of 

“J, , do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare that I, " 
“arrived in the United States in the , from - , on or about ———, 
*190—; that the articles enumerated in the annexed entry, imported by me in 
* the , from ———, are household effects (not merchandise) which were 
“owned and used by me or my family abroad as such for not Jess than one year 


* previous to the importation thereof, and are not, directly or indirectly, imported 
“ for any other person or persons, and are not intended for sale. 
“ 


*“ Declared to this: 


—, 190—, before me. 


“ 


“6. No person but the owner can make declaration for 
“ household effects. 

“7, In all cases where the value of the effects exceeds 100 dols., 
* a consular invoice will be required. 

“8. Household effects which may have been used abroad by the 
“owner for over one year are nevertheless dutiable, if imported 
** for sale. 

“9. Where household goods arrive in the United States, un- 
“accompanied by the owner, a bond may be given by the 
“ consignee for the production of the necessary oath within one year. 

“10. Horses and carriages, harness and saddlery, dogs, pianos, 
“violins, sleighs, paintings, safes, carriage or travelling clocks, 
“billiard tables, bicycles, and automobiles are classified as 
“ household effects. 

“11. Articles used abroad in business pursuits, such gs office 
“safes and office furniture, are not to be treated as household 
effects. 

* 12. A bequest of household effects from relatives abroad to a 
“ person in the United States is not free of duty, although the 
* beneficiary may have lived abroad and in association with such 
relatives. 
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“13, A physician’s horse and carriage used abroad solely for 
“‘ professional purposes is not to be treated as household effects. 

“14, Valuable rugs and tapestries brought by indigent immi- 

nts are not to be treated as their household effects, not being 
for their position in life. 

“15. Household effects which have been used abroad a year 
“or more, the owner of which has since died, may be admitted to 
“free entry, upon production to the collector at the port of éntry 
“ of letters of administration and declaration. 

“16. The provision of law regarding free entry of household 
“ effects is applicable alike to citizens of the United States and 
“ foreigners. 

“17. Guns are not to be treated as household effects. 

“18. Material for tablecloths, napkins, curtains, and similar 
“ goods not made up into house furnishings are not to be treated 
household effects. 

“19. No protest is required in case of assessment of duty on 
“ household effects. 

‘20. There is no limitation to the value of household effects, 
“which may be admitted to entry free of duty if suitable an. 
‘“‘ appropriate for the person or persons bringing the goods. 

“21. Household effects are exempt from forfeiture when packed 
“ with or accompanying forfeitable goods. 

“22. The one year of use abroad by the owner is not required 

“to be the year immediately preceding the importation, but it is 
“held that a lapse of twenty years or so between the date of 
“arrival of the owner and that of the goods bars the right to free 
“ entry. 
23. Applications for free entry of household effects may be 
“considered and acted upon by Collectors of Customs, without 
“ submission to the Secretary of the Treasury, and in all cases the 
‘‘ oath or declaration of the applicant may be accepted as evidence 
“of use abroad unless good reason is shown to the contrary. The 
“fact of use abroad for one year or more must be proven to the 
“satisfaction of the Collector. The storage abroad of household 
* — does not fulfil the condition of the law regarding use 
“ abroad.” 


SAN SALVADOR. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 

ee copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister to tke 

" Central American Republics, to the effect that 

Import Duties. tho import duties leviable in San Salvador 

‘have been raised from 1°55 dols. to 1°80 dols. for each nominal 
dollar payable in accordance with tariff rates.” 
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CEYLON. 
The “Ceylon Gazette” of a new post 
rule setting forth the rates of pilo payable 
by all entering the port 
Colombo. These rates cover the vessels both inwards and 
outwards. They are as follows :— 

‘Native vessels under 200 tons register not employing a pilot, 
nil; vessels up to 499 tons gross Rs. 15; from 500 to 999 tons 
gross, Rs. 20; from 1,000 to 1,499 tons, Rs. 25; from 1,500 to 
1,999 tons, Rs. 30; from 2,000 to 2,499 tons, Rs. 35; from 2,500 
to 2,999 tons, Rs. 40; from 3,000 to 3,499 tons, Rs. 45; from 
3,500 to 3,999 tons, Rs. 50; from 4,000 to 4,499 tons, Rs. 55; 
from 4,500 to 4999 tons, Rs. 60; from 5,000 to 5,499 tons, Rs. 65; 
from 5,500 to 5,999 tons, Rs. 70; from 6,000 to 6,499 tons, Rs.75; 
from 6,500 to 6,999 tons, Rs. 80 ; from 7,000 to 7,499 tons, Rs. 85; 
from 7,500 to 7,999 tons, Rs. 90; from 8,000 to 8,499 tons, Rs. 95; 
from 8,500 to 8,999 tons, Rs. 100; from 9,000 to 9,499 tons, 
Rs. 105; from 9,500 to 9,999 tons, Rs. 110; from 10,000 to 
10,499 tons, Rs. 115; from 10,500 to 10,999 tons, Rs. 120. 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 15th inst. says — a 

navigation is opened another steam ice-breaker 

oe amend for Take Baikal will be sent from St. Petersburg 

Baikal. to Siberia. The vessel, which was built by 

Messrs. Armstrong, will be despatched by railway in pieces. It is 

290 feet long, 57 feet in width, and 4,200 tons displacements. 

Even in the case of severe injuries to the shell of the vessel, it 
will be kept afloat, owing to a system of airtight compartments. 


GERMANY. 


The great new passenger steamer “ Deutschland,” now building 
in German yards at Stettin, for the Hamburg- 

ao American Line, will, it is expected, enter the 

Mail Steamers. service between New York and Hamburg in 

June next. The “ Manufacturer” (Philadelphia) reports that the 
vessel which was launched in the presence of the German Emperor 
and with distinguished attendant ceremonies last January, was 
designed to excel anything afloat in point of speed. Her general 
Serene are: Length, 6864 feet ; width, 67 feet ; depth, 44 feet ; 
while her net registered tonnage is 16,000 and her displacement 
23,000 tons. She will be equipped with bronze twin screws, 
23 feet in diameter, and two quadruple expansion engines of 
35,000 horse-power, with which she is expected to make an average 
speed of 23 knots. Steam will be supplied to the engines by 
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twelve double and four single-ended boilers, and there will be in 
all 112 fires. Four huge funnels and two pole masts of steel rise 
' from the deck. Her decks, of which there will be six, will be con- 
structed of the best steel and teak wood. The “ Deutschland” | 
will be provided with a longitudinal bulkhead and numerous 
transverse bulkheads, by which her hull will be divided into 
17 watertight compartments. As a safeguard in case of grounding 
there will be a double bottom sub-divided into 24 chambers. 
The vessel will have accommodation for 467 first-cabin, 300 second- 
cabin, and 300 third-class passengers. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Trieste 
Proposed 
Funicular Rail. °" the subject of the construction of a funicular 
railway at Trieste. The Consul states that for 
many years the question of the construction of a 
funicular railway has been before the Trieste authorities. The 
object is to connect the town, which is in a hollow at the foot 
of the Karst, (a plateau of very great extent which has to be reached 
in order to quit Trieste by land) with Opcina. At present in order 
to reach Opcina, which is 2,850 metres from the centre of the town 
as the crow flies, one travels by the main railway line to Vienna 
which, however, has to make a long detour, .topping for many 
minutes at the junction of Nabresina, and the journey from Trieste 
to Opcina takes from an hour to an hour and a half. There is 
also a carriage road which is ten kilometres in length. “The 
difference of level between the town of Trieste and the Obelisk 
is 8350 metres. From the Obelisk to Opcina the ground is nearly 
flat. 
A private company has now obtained the necessary authorisa- 
tion from the Government, and the money has been subscribed, 
and they propose commencing the work in May next. ‘The object 
of the line is to afford a cheap means of communication between 
the two points with eventual ramifications later. It will be a 
narrow gauge line, the length of which will be 5 kilometres. 
The steepest portion of the line (the gradient of which is 1 in 4) 
will be laid down on the cogwheel system. Six stations are to be 
provided for the present. The line will be worked by electric 
power of the Abt system now in vogue in Switzerland. The fare 
proposed is 50 heller (say 5d.) to Opcina and 20 heller (say 2d.) 
to Scorcola. 
If the work is commenced in May it is hoped that the line, will 
be in working order by the spring of 1901. 
The company propose to run a train every hour each way to 
commence with, and as traffic increases trains will be run every 


way at Trieste. 
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quarter of an hour, especially during the summer months. The 
proposed extensions will be to Sesana and Aidussina, and from the 
latter place to Gorizia or Goerz. By this means it is claimed that 
the journey between Trieste and Gorizia will be much shorter 
than at present by the South Austrian Railway. 


Suez Canal Navigation in 1899. 


The following statistics, extracted from the Bulletin of the Suez 
Canal Company for the 12th inst., show the number and tonnage 
of vessels of various nationalities passing through the Suez Canal 
last year, as compared with 1897 and 1898 :— 


1897. 1898, 1899. 
Country. 
Ship Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. Shige. Tonnage. 
Germany ... ino ---| 825 | 1,194,106 556 | 1,353,161 387 | 1,492,637 
America... oe one 3 6,626 4 3,161 26 101,245 © 
England ... ... 1,905 | 7,389,236 | 2,295 | 8,691,092 | 2,310 | 9,046,081 
Argentina ... 1 450) — 
Austria-Hungary... ...). 78} 265,231 | 85 | 300,251 | 871,364 
a 5,916 4 6,180 | — 
Denmark 1,954 8 30,228 21 76,103 
5,343 | 10 15,705 2 2891 
Spain pee “ep me 48 199,695 49 232,358 39 164,202 
France pee = --.| 202 807,995 | 221 891,611 | 226 940,124 
Italy So 71 198,160 74 208,412 69 200.624 
Japan ae 36 165,424 46 261,601 65 321,127 
Netherlands o «| 206 632,272 | 193 526,478 | 206 583,010 
Norway... nae amu 48 117,794 47 109,708 59 165,738 
Turkey bes = cee 7 7,769 54 83,540 26 52,384 
Portugal ... ae ree 1 366 3 605 3 2,260 
Roumania ... 1 1,703 | — 
Russia de = = 44 218,514 48 243,381 55 266,444 
Siam 2 4,457 | — 1 775 
Sweden... ioe we. 1 1,647 2 1,020 2 1,020 
Total... 12,962,622 | 3,607 [18,816,982 


The average length of time occupied in transit was 17 hrs. 44 min. 
in 1897, 18 hrs. 2 min. in 1898, and 18 hrs. 38 min. in 1899. 

The total number of passengers passing through the Canal in 
1899 was 221,348, of whom 108,552 were soldiers. 
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UNITED STATES. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 

Orders as to of a General Order relating to alterations in 

Ports of Ent the Rules for Porto Rican Ports of Entry from 
the Headquarters Department of Porto Rico 
in Porto Rico. or 
dated 27th March last, which was to take effect 

on 15th April last. 

The Order is as follows :— 

“ All vessels, not engaged in the coastwise trade, must come to, 
at the nearest port of entry before proceeding to a port of delivery, 
and there make a report of entry in writing and pay all duties 
and port charges before such vessel shall proceed to her port of 
delivery. Any master of such vessel who shall violate this Order 
shall be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars.” 


TRADE NOTES. 


MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Colonial Office, Copy 
as of Rules approved by His Excellency, the 
Mining 
: Governor of Ceylon, for the grant of licenses 
Regulations. to explore and prospect for minerals, and of 
mining leases in Ceylon. The above rules, which will be pub- 
lished in a forthcoming number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” 
may in the meantime be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, any day between the 
hours of 10 and 5. : 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 

sala ¢ Agent-General for Western Australia, statistics 

‘one issued by the Department of Mines of that 

Pl colony, which show that the yield of gold for 

uarter). the quarter ended 31st March, 1900, amounted 

to 274,989 ozs., a result of the treatment of 238,558 tons of gold 
ore. ‘The average yield per ton was 23 dwts. 1 grain. 


SWEDEN. 
The production of iron and steel in Sweden for the year 1899, is 
L reported by the ‘“ Engineering and Mining 
pndesalcmaga Journal” of 7th inst. to have been as follows:— 


Production. 
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— 1898. 1899. 
Metric Tons. | Metric Tons. 
Blooms and billets’... eve ose 195,300 198,900 
Bessemer and steel ingots... 91,800 102,200 
Open-hearth steel ingots... 171,900 156,300 


At the close of the year there were 102 blast furnaces in 
operation, against 109 at the end of 1898. 


GERMANY. 


According to a report of the United States Consul at Nuremberg, 
: : dated 26th January last, the territory in and 
yee around the village of Solnhofen, in the Kingdom 
‘of Bavaria, forms the world’s chief supply of 

lithographic stones. 

Lithographic stone is nothing but a compact and homogeneous 
limestone, and the villages of Solnhofen, Moernsheim, and Langen- 
altheim, with a population of about 3,000 inhabitants, lie right in 
the centre of such limestone strata. These cover an area of about 
10 acres, of which the greater part has not yet been worked. 

The statement which is given out from time to time, mostly from 
interested parties, that the supply of Solnhofen stones is rapidly 
diminishing is without foundation. These stones will probably not 
be exhausted for the next 200 years at least. 

Rumours of newly discovered litho stone beds in other countries 
have so far proved to be untrue, or the stones found have turned 
out to be of little use. Nowadays litho stones must be of excellent 
quality in order to satisfy the requirements of the art. Many 
stones found at Solnhofen are laid aside as not coming up to the 
standard. ‘These are sold to builders and are used for paving 
floors, &c. A scarcity, therefore, of superior lithographic stones, if 
it should ever arise, would have the effect of bringing into the 
market inferior stones. 

It is interesting to note that the stones do not lie deep in the 
ground ; in fact, only the earth and some rock have to be removed 
asarule. ‘The stones lie in layers and have simply to be taken 
carefully from the earth. 

_It appears that the Solnhofeners have never understood how to 
utilise the monopoly which they practically possess. They, under- 
sold each other, and the result was that up to about a year ago 
their profit was small. In January, 1899, they formed a 
combination and now get more satisfactory prices. 

There are, of course, firms which own some of the ground them- 
selves, the largest one being a company which has paid for 
many years, and still pays, only 3 per cent. dividend. The causes 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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of this, it is stated, are not only depressed prices, but also the 
fact that this company for years found no blue or grey stones on 
its ground. These blue or gray stones are the most costly ones, as 
they are harder and better for engraving, and more copies can’ be 
obtained from them. 

Every stone does not take polish on both sides; a stone may be 
good on one side, while on the other it is unfit for use, has flaws, 
splits, &e. Such blemishes are not always apparent on the 
surface, but may come out when the stone is worked upon by the 
printer. It requires, therefore, skilled workmen, like the villagers, 
who have been in this trade from their childhood, to see that none 
but good stones leave their hands. 

Solnhofen lies very far inland, and therefore the freight rates to 
all the seaports are high. River transportation is seldom used. 
The stones are sent by rail to Bremen, Hamburg, Rotterdam, or 
Antwerp ; if destined for the United States, mostly to Bremen. 

The value of the entire output of stones is estimated at 
120,000/. per year. Of this, the United States takes one-sixth ; 
England, one-fifth ; Germany and other countries the rest. 


The American Consul-General at Frankfort, in a report dated 
29th January, 1900, says that the total number 
of people by Krupp is at present 
— 41,750, of whom 25,183 are at Essen, 3,458 in 
the Gruson steel works of Magdeburg Buckan, 2,726 in the German 
shipyards at Kiel, and 10,344 in various smelters and coal mines 
owned by Krupp. The foundation for these gigantic works was 
laid in 1810 by the grandfather of the present chief of the firm. 
Essen had then 4,000 inhabitants. It now has 105,528. The firm 
owns a large number of iron-ore mines, among them the great 
Bilbao mine in Spain, A railroad owned by Krupp takes the ore 
from the mine to the sea-coast, and from there a line of four Krupp 
steamers conveys it to Rotterdam. The testing ground for guns at 
Meppen, belonging to the firm, has a target range of 72,000 feet. 
In 1892, the famous Gruson steel works at Buckau were purchased, 
and three yeais ago shipbuilding yards were started at Kiel, which, 
when completed, will employ 7,000 men. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “Levant Herald” of 4th inst., discoveries of 
coal, silver, and copper have been made in the 


reel district of Djébel (Tripoli). Samples of these 
ee minerals have been sent to the Minister of 
in Tripoli. 


Agriculture, Mines and Forests. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to a notice on p. 586 of the “ Board of Trade 
: —_ Journal” for November, 1898, on the fabrication 
ae a iad of silk cord from spiders’ webs in France—it is 
: stated in the “Manufacturer” of 2nd inst. 
Madagascar. that one of the most novel exhibits in the 
Colonial section of the Paris Exposition will be a complete set of 
bed hangings manufactured in Madagascar from the silk obtained 
from the halabe, an enormous spider that is found in great 
numbers in certain districts of the island. 

The matter has been taken up by M. Nogue, the head of the 
Antananarivo Technical School. The results he has already 
achieved show that the production of spider silk should quickly 
become a highly important industry. The chief problem to be 
solved was to find a practical process for extracting silk from the 
female spiders. M. Nogue has invented a most ingenious appliance 
for this purpose. It should be said that the female halabe allows 
herself to be relieved of her silken store with exemplary docility, 
and this in spite of the fact that she is distinguished for her 
ferocity ; her usual treatment of the males who pay her court is to 
eat them, and she feasts without compunction on members of her 
own sex weaker than herself. M. Nogue’s apparatus consists of a 
sort of stocks, arranged to pin down on their backs a dozen spiders. 
The spiders accept this imprisonment with resignation, and lie 
perfectly quiet while the silken thread issuing from their bodies is 
rapidly wound off on to a reel by means of a cleverly devised 
machine worked by hand. Each of the twelve spiders thus 
“ milked ” simultaneously yields from three to four hundred yards 
of silk. As soon as a spider has yielded up all its silk it is 
replaced by a fresh insect, and the work of reeling off the thread 
thus goes on with very slight interruption. The spiders whose 
threads have been exhausted are set free, and ten days afterwards 
they are again ready to undergo the operation. The silk of these 
spiders, which is of the most extraordinary brilliant golden colour, 
is much finer than that of the silkworm, but its power of resistance 
is remarkable, and it can be woven without the least difficulty. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. . 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, 
as received from the inspectors and officers of 
Corn Prices. Excise in the week ended the 21st inst., were 
as follow: — 
Wheat, 26s. Od.; Barley, 24e. 9d.; Oats, 17s. 3d. 
For further particulars see p. 191. 
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Statements are published on pp. 192-93, showing the quantities of 
; the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 


— weeks ended the 14th and 21st inst.; as well 
. &Toduce. as of the imports during ‘the corresponding 
weeks of 1899. | 


RUSSIA. 


It is reported in the Russian press that irrigation works on a large 
— ’ scale are to be undertaken in Russian Turkestan 
by an Anglo-American syndicate. It is stated 
in Russian h bi 
Sesieston that an agent is now at lashkend preparing for 
i work in that section, representing a capital of 
about 400,000/. American capital has been enlisted to undertake 
the reclamation and cultivation of an immense portion of the 
Steppes by means of a vast system of canals taking water from 
the River Syr Daria, and the estimated cost of the work is 
15,450,000/., to be guaranteed by a freehold lease of the whole of 
this region for 90 years. 


ITALY. 
The following statistics, published in the “ Bollettino di Notizie 
Commerciali” for April, show the quantity of 


Orange and . 
L id c oranges and lemons (agrumi) produced in Italy 
Vrops. during the last four years :— 
Districts. 1396-7. 1897-8. 1898-9. | 1899-1900. 
Hundreds. | Hundreds. | Hundreds. | Hundreds. 
Lombardy ... san ave 39,070 46,880 37,500 30,000 
1,470 1,320 1,100 800 
Liguria) -... sof 407,160 546,000 671,000 
Umbria and the Marches... 50,040 64,690 64,000 65,000 
Tuscany 10,960 12,520 12,400 9,000 
Lazio 43,130 |. 60,000 57,000 
Southern Adriatic... ...| 896,920 696,730 920,000 480,000 
_y Mediterranean ...| 7,553,900 | 8,138,680 | 9,700,000. | 10,450,000 
Sicily vs ase aes! 25,407,300 | 19,804,160 | 27,740,000 | 28,500,000 
Sardinia... :182,880 164,730 219,000 287,000 
Total ... _ ...! 34,640,000 | 29,380,000 | 39,300,000 | 40,590,000 
JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” of 10th ult. states that the competition 
for the camphor monopoly in Formosa promises 


Camphor 
Mono ” in 10 be very keen. It is stated that the Okura 
Fo P ~ Company, the Mitsui Company, the Sanetomo 
rors gos House, Mr. Otani, the Kwansei Boyeki Kaisha, 


Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Company, Messrs. Samuel Samuel 
B 
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and Company, Messrs. Oppenheimer Fréres, and others are among 
the rival bidders. A vernacular contemporary notes that of the 
six millions catties of camphor produced in the world, Formosa 
produces five millions. In Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and Japan the 
exhaustion of the supply is in sight, whereas in Formosa there is 
an ample supply for the next 80 years, and since 50 years suffice 
to bring a camphor tree to maturity, Formosa may be regarded as 
a perennial mine; judicious planting is alone required. The 
value of the monopoly is therefore likely to be very great to the 
person who is fortunate enough to secure it. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 19th inst., was 

Cotton Statistics. 52,147, and the number imported during the 
sixteen weeks ended the 19th inst., was 

1,311,317. As regards exports, the figures are for the week 

ended the 19th inst., 3,618 bales, and for the sixteen weeks, 

117,820. 

For further details, see p. 190. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have passed 

Inspectors the examination provided for in the llth 

" section of the Weights and Measures Act, 
of Weights and 1889 :-— 

Measures. Edward Foxe, of Pembroke Township, Ireland; 
Ralph James McGuinness, of the Dublin Corporation ; and Martin 
Boyle, Peter Brady, Patrick Burke, Patrick Butler, Michael J. 
Carroll, Martin Conran, Michael F. Doran, Martin Duffy, Terence 
Forde, Thomas Frazer, Simon Gaffney, James Gill, Philip Gunn, 
Michael Lawler, Thomas M. Marshall, Patrick W. McDonagh, 
Andrew McGann, Michael McLaughlin, Patrick J. McMahon, Thomas 
Moroney, Stephen Patterson, Richard Roe, John Russell, Peter 
Sands, James J. Stokes, William E. Wilders, Robert Wilson, 
Ireland (all of the Royal Irish Constabulary). 


A formal investigation was held at the Guildhall, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne on the 6th and 7th inst. into the circum- 
stances attending the explosion of a boiler at 
the North Farm, Great Usworth, on the 30th 
January last. 


Inquiries under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 


_ The boiler, one of the cylindrical egg-ended type, was purchased 
by the farmer at Newcastle about 17 years ago. It was taken to 
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the farm, set up in brickwork, and it was thereafter used for 
supplying steam to an engine which drove a threshing machine, 
the pressure required being 50 lbs. per square inch, and the safety 
valve was loaded so as to blow off at that pressure. 

The farmer attended to the boiler and cleaned it out about twice 
a year. In 1895 he found that the plates over the fire were 
grooved and he had them taken out and replaced with steel plates, 
but the brickwork beyond these plates was never removed. 

On the 30th January, about 6 a.m., the farmer lit the fire, 
pumped water into the boiler, and about 9 a.m. the steam gauge 
indicated a pressure of about 28 lbs. He went to breakfast, re- 
turned at 9.30 a.m., and was about to start the engine when the 
boiler exploded. It parted at the middle circumferential seam, the 
first half being projected 88 feet from its site and the back half was 
blown into several pieces. The building in which the boiler stood 
was wrecked and very considerable damage was done to the farm 
buildings. The boiler was found to be extensively corroded at the 
back end, the plates and ends of the rivets on the left hand side of 
the circumferential seam were reduced by corrosion until the thick- 
ness of the plates at the centre of the rivet holes was reduced from 
# inch to 4 inch, wasting away to a knife edge at the landing. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 
the plates of the boiler having become so reduced in thickness by 
external corrosion as to be unable to withstand the pressure to 
which the boiler was subjected. 

That no steps were taken by the farmer to ascertain the pressure 
at which the boiler could safely be worked ; that during the time 
that it was in his possession it was never examined by any com- 
petent person, and that the explosion was caused by his neglect. 

Having regard to the damage to the farm buildings which the 
farmer would have to repair, and to his circumstances, the Court 
ordered him to pay 101. only towards the costs and expenses of 
the investigation. 


AUSTRALASIA. 
The Board of Trade have received from the Eastern Extension 
Direct Australasia and China Telegraph Company, 


Limited, information that the Governments of 


“anon South Australia, and Western Australia and 
unication ‘Tasmania have concluded an agreement with 
between the Eastern Extension Australasia and China 
os = Telegraph Company for the establishment of 


direct cable communication between South 
Africa, Perth, and Adelaide, via Mauritius, Rodrigues, and Cocos ; 
Bz 
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and for the reduction of the telegraphic charges between the 
Contracting Colonies and Europe to— 

4s. Od. per word for Ordinary Telegrams, 

3s. Od. - » Government Telegrams, and 

1s. 4d. » Press messages. 

These rates will be brought into force on the Ist May prox., 
but the existing Tariffs will remain unchanged for messages 
exchanged with the other Australasian Colonies. 

The agreement also provides for further reductions of Tariff ona 
“standard revenue” basis, down to 2s. 6d. per word for ordinary 
oo transmitted between Europe and the contracting 

olonies 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the “ New South Wales Government Gazette ” of the 
2nd ult., the estimated population of New 
on South Wales on 3lst December, 1899, was 
st. Dec., 1899. 1 356.650, i.c., 729,005 males and 627,645 
females. This shows an increase of 12,010 persons from ist July 
to 31st December, 1899. The total number of arrivals in the 
same six months, by sea and from neighbouring colonies, included 
19 Chinese, of whom 17 were naturalised British subjects, and two 
paid poll tax ; and the departures by sea included 229 Chinese. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Trade Review” of 17th ult., states that the 


rticulars relating to the importation of 
Bicycle Trade. Pio cycles into New Zealand in 1899 have some 
interesting features. Firstly, they show that 
the importation of. machines is decreasing from year to year, 
the numbers imported during the last three years having been 
11,496, 8,009, and 6,806, respectively ; a reduction of over 40 per 
cent. in two years. The importations of materials, however, keep 
up, on the average, the years 1898 and 1899 showing an average 
of 60,0151. a year, against 58,214]. in 1897. The proportion of 
materials to complete machines shows a great change, that of 1897 
being less than one half, namely, 58,214/., against 128,4931.; 
whilst in 1899 the figures approach pretty closely, being 54,748/. 
for materials against 57,303/. for machines. It is evident, there- 
fore, that the locally made, or put together, article is supplanting 
the imported machine. 


| 
| 
| 
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RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pé4tersbourg” for the 13th inst. contains : 
: resumé of articles which have recently appeare 

of the. Russian press on the the 

Biberia. Trans-Siberian Railway and the colonisation 
of Siberia. It is pointed out that, whilst the importance of the 
Siberian Railway will be very great as regards the transport of 
passengers and goods between Europe and the Far East, the 
railway will also have a great influence on Russian colonisation of 
Siberia. Russian colonists have been settling in Siberia ever since 
it became part of the Russian Empire, but it is only in the latter 
half of the present century that emigration to Siberia assumed 
large proportions, the increased emigration being traceable to the 
effect on the rural population of Russia of the emancipation of the 
serfs. As the communal lands became insufficient for the increase 
of population, and the soil in many places became impoverished, 
the peasant no longer “bound to the soil” began to direct his 
attention to fresh districts where he could find good land. for 
cultivation. 

The emigration from Russia to Siberia during the last 25 years 
is estimated at some hundreds of thousands, and it became necessary 
to regulate this emigration. This was one of the tasks allotted to 
the Special Committee which presides over the construction of 
the Siberian Railway. The committee has marked out certain 
tracts of land on which colonists may establish themselves, and 
as the lands available for cultivation in the mmediate vicinity of 
the railway became occupied, the committee proceeded to drain a 
vast tract of marshy land through which the railroad passed, and 
to irrigate another tract of land which was entirely unprovided 
with water; a large extent of territory has thus been obtained for 
settlement by colonists. In addition lands have been allotted for 
colonisation in what is called the “taiga” region or “ ourmans,” 
that is to say, the vast forest lands which extend northwards until 
the lands bordering on the Arctic Ocean, which are entirely un- 
suited for cultivation, are reached. Many colonists have already 
settled in the “ taiga” region, and in particular many of the older 
inhabitants of Siberia have proceeded thither, preferring the 
solitude of these northern regions to contact with the new 
immigrants. 

One of the effects of the colonisation of Siberia will be to bring 
about a more equable distribution of the population of the Russian 
Empire, and it is expected that by means of immigration more 
modern agricultural methods may be introduced into Siberia, 
where cultivation hitherto has naturally been extensive rather 
than intensive. 
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FRANCE. 


With reference to notices which have already appeared in ee 

: “ Board of Trade Journal” (see p. 34 of the 
ee Journal for 5th April) respecting International 
Congresses to be held at Paris during the Exhibi- 
tion, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, a copy of a notice respecting the 
Eighth International Congress on Navigation, which will meet 
at Paris from 28th July to 3rd August. A copy of the programme 
of the Congress, which will deal with navigation on internal 
waterways as well as maritime navigation, may be seen on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the 
hours of 10 and 5. 


Congress 
on Navigation. 


The following are the questions to be proposed by the Organisation 
International Committee of the International Congress of 
Commerce and Industry—which is to be held 


of the Paris Exhibition from the 23rd to 29th 
. sass ane July next, as noted in the “Board of Trade 
ustry. Journal” of 5th inst. :— 


Section I. 

Economic, Financial and Fiscal Questions —1. What are the 
most efficacious methods to be adopted in order to facilitate and 
develop trade between different countries ? 

2. Would it be of advantage to extend or modify the system of 
commercial treaties ? 

3. What advantages would trade and industry derive from the 
creation of free ports? — 

4, Advantages to trade and industry which would result from 
the establishment of commercial information offices. How are 
such offices to be established ? 

5. Could not customs formalities in international trade be 
decreased and rendered less rigorous without prejudice to the 
revenue ? 

6. Should the customs régime in colonies, possessions, and 
protectorates, be based on the interests of the colonists or of the 
mother country ? 

7. What is the influence of monopolies on trading and financial 
operations ? 

8. What is the influence of the exchanges on international trade 
and finance ? nal 

9. Discuss from economic and practical standpoints the principal 
legal provisions affecting stock exchanges and markets for mer- 
chandise. In particular, examine the utility of dealing in 
“futures.” 
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10. Financial régime of colonies. Should it be entirely assimi- 
lated to that of the mother country? Cannot colonial income and 
expenditure be controlled without reference to the mother country? 

11. Compare the fiscal treatment of trade and industry in 
‘different countries. 

12. Do taxes on stocks and shares prevent the development of 
home or foreign trade ? 

What is their incidence ? 


Section II. 


Commercial and Industrial Legislation—1. Syndicates of pro- 
ducers (kartells, corners, pools, trusts, &c.) 

2. An examination of the points, as to which uniformity of 
legislation affecting the constitution and operation of joint-stock 
companies could be attained by international agreement. 

3. Lost or stolen bonds to bearer. Compare, from a practical 
standpoint, the different legislative systems in force. Utility of 
uniform legislation. 

4. Conflict of legislation affecting bankruptcy. How can it be 
avoided ? 

5. Would not an international agreement to prevent frauds 
affecting indications of origin, adulteration, &c., be desirable ? 


Section III. 


Commercial and Professional Education —1. Would it be desirable 
in view of the progress of industry and the industrial arts, and in 
the interest of the worker, to revive apprenticeship? By what 
social and legislative measures could this result be attained ? 

2. Can young men be prepared for settling abroad and in the 
colonies by means of a special system of commercial and industrial 
education ? 

Comparison of methods adopted in different countries, and 
examination of results arrived at. 

3. The influence of the military laws of the principal countries 
on the development of trade and industry. 

4. Is the exercise of the same occupation by men and women 
advantageous from an industrial and commercial point of view ? 

5. Are strikes more advantageous or more harmful to workers 
than to employers? How can their number be decreased and 
their effects minimised ? 

6. What burdens on industry are entailed by workmen’s insur- 
ance and employers’ liability laws, &c. ? 

7. How are the suggestions and resolutions regarding technical 
and professional instruction proposed and adopted in the different 
Congresses to be carried out ? 


| 
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-A despatch dated 18th instant has been tfeceived at ‘the 
:, Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
rr stating that .all yachts provided with a certifi- 
 ‘Bxhibi “ad cate from the Exhibition Authorities will be 

ee allowed to moor in the River. Seine alongside 


“the Exhibition buildings during the whole period-of the Exhibi- 


tion. Foreign yachts, whose owners desire'to reach Paris from the 
Channel or the Mediterranean, will be allowed to pass through the 
rivers and canals without any special authorization. 


SERVIA: 
According to a report from the Italian Minister‘at Belgrade, pub- 
ServianCom- _‘!ished in the “Bollettino di Notizie Commer- 
aS al gg ciali” for April, the success attained by the 

— s Servian Commercial Museum at Budapest has 
at Marseilles. the Servian Government to obtain *permis- 
sion from the French Government to open ‘a similar institution 
in Marseilles. The opening of this commercial museum, which 
will form a permanent. exhibition of all the products of Servian 
manufacturing, mining, and agricultural industries, will shortly be 
announced. 


MEXICO. 


The value of the exports from Mexico during the seven months 
Foreign Trade ended January, 1900, was 8,141,000/., as com- 
ae pared with 8,250,000/. during the correspond- 

weratiee. ing seven months of 1898-9. The value of the 
imports. into Mexico during the seven months ended January, 
‘1900, shows a considerable increase over that for the corresponding 
period of the previous fiscal year, the figures being 6,684,000/. and 
5,411,000/. respectively. 

Further details are given on pp. 194-95. 


UNITED STATES-ITALY. 


“The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commereiali” publishes the text of a 


Commercial Convention between Italy and the 
Commercial United States, which was signed. at, Washington 


Convention. on 8th February. The Convention, if yatified, 


- will reduce the rates of duty to be levied on certain Italian goods, 
é.9., wine and paintings imported into the United States, and on 
certain manufactures ‘and products of the United States imported 
into Italy. 
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UNITED STATES-—ARGENTINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

Proposed copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 

Commercial — Washington stating that the Argentine Govern- 
ment has agreed to sign a protocol extending 
for one year the period within. which the 
ratification of the proposed new Commercial Convention between 
the United States and the Argentine Republic should be effected, 
this period having expired. The Convention, if ultimately adopted, 
will have the effect of reducing the duties on certain Argentine 
products such as hides, wool, and sugar, by 20 per cent. on 
entry into the United States ; whilst reductions of duty will likewise 
take effect on a number of United States products, including 
timber, on entry into the Argentine Republic, and the valuations 
for the collection of ad valorem duties on others, will be definitely 
' fixed, e.g., on cotton ducking, sail-twine and cotton rope at 40 
cents per kilog. 


Convention. 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Rio de 


a ge Janeiro, announcing that a Presidential Decree 
wischenr 6 has been issued re-expropriating the ‘Ceara 
Harbour Corporation Company.” By this con- 


tract the Government acquires the Breakwater, 
Custom House and all works of the Corporation for the sum of 
100,000/. payable in gold in London within three months. The 
Corporation retains and can dispose of its plant, stores, and material 
free of all duties, and recovers the caution money. All claims on 
either side are withdrawn. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “ Manufacturer” (Philadelphia) of 2nd inst. —— that, 
_ according to the Argentine papers the Locusts 

have effected the destruction of 
ton. 3,172,958 kilograms of flying locusts in 1899. 

In addition to this large quantity of mature insects. there were 
destroyed 7,971,681 kilos. of hoppers, and 1,061,211 kilos. of eggs. 
The amount expended in bounties during the year was 349,741 dols. 


| 
| 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 16 Weeks ended 19th April, 1900. 


Week 16 Weeks 
ended ended 
19th April, | 19th April, 
1900. 1900. 


American ove 
Brazilian ove 
East Indian ... 
Egyptian. 
Miscellaneous ... 
American ove 
Brazilian 
East Indian ... 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous ... 


Total 


Total 


IMPORTS. 
43,799 1,045,619 
41 48,259 
5,577 

8,103 200,348 
204 11,514 

52,147 1,511,317 
EXPorts. 

2,820 66,484 
3,295 
112 6,046 
617 88,578 

69 8,422 
3,618 117,820 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
2ist April, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 
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— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. s 
Wheat 54,977 6 26 0 
Barley 11,673 7 24 69 
Oats ... ove ove wal 7,400 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. Qrs, Bus. 


1896 --.| 31,367 0 9,011 2] 9,922 4 | 25 6 21 0 13 11 
1897 34,691 5 5,770 1] 6,304 5 20 7 16 7 
1898 ...| 41,801 6 5,819 1] 9,613 6 36 1 28 3 18 4 

7 13,125 2 | 14,542 2 | 24 8 25 2 i 5 a | 


1899 89,875 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty a for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bush 


of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
14th April, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 

. sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
14th April, ing week 
1900. in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, cows, andcalves ... Number 8295 6,617 
Sheep and lambs... owe 6,852 14,270 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts 77,890 49,980 
or meat :— 
Cwts. 84,639 108,658 
Pork 2,542 6,966 
been unenumerated, salted or fresh . as 12,873 12,504 
Meat, preserved,otherwiee than by salting ee 6,019 9,489 
produce and substitutes :— 
Cheese... 12,987 42,415 
condensed. 16,703 12,735 
and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk 327 61 
— 241,693 210,583 
Poultry and game ... ob hee Value £ 9,317 11,824 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ay See Cwts. 1,375 6 
rn, grain meal our = — 
Cwis, 1,428,800 | 1,478,400 
Wheat-meal and flour ... - 462,800 431,100 
Barley 99 342,500 259,700 
MaizeorIndiancorn ... 925,400 1,518,700 
Fruit, raw :-— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apricots and peaches* ... 1900 
Bunches 26,225 
Cwts, Bushels, 
Gooseberries* ... ooo 
Poe Entered by the 752 352 
Lemons... eon ooo bushel prior to 6,903 27,290 
Plums ooo eve 87 
Strawberries* 
ee Tons 8,010 2,996 
Cwts. 1,363 | * 2,281 
vi es, Taw :— 
Tomatoest... ove ede eos 9,274 
Unenumerated ... ose Value £ 18,190 83,727 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


| 
| 
| 
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Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
- 21st April, 1900, together with the on imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
21st April, ing week 
1900. in 1899. 


Animals, living :— 


Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ove Number 8,710 11,582 
Sheep and lambs... awe | 11,240 20,760 
‘resh meat :— 
Beef Cuts, 68,395 78,417 
Mutton... obs 89,625 84,966 
Pork n 9,192 13,683 
Salted or preserved ‘Tmeat:— 
ove ove wts. 5. 107,426 
Pork eee ” 3,396 5,087 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ” 12,568 11,844 
Meat, preserved,otherwise than bysalting pen 9,037 16,855 
ie wits, 7 65,135 
Cheese... 41,987 20,238 
Milk, condensed . 19,787 14,028 
Milk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 0 
other pm condensed milk eee 89 136 
Eggs .. coo. ‘Get, Hunde, 252,307 274,895 
Poultry ‘and g a aa Value £ 18,256 4,811 
Rabbits, d ( tinned)” Cwts. 2,022 5,582 
Lard ... 51,585 53,518 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— ‘ 
Wheat Cwts. 1,279,800 1,071,600 
Beans 28,900 13,740 
Maize or Indian corn 696,600 726,700 
Apricots and peaches* ... bushel prior to 

Cwts, Bushels. 

ran eos see ove 178,244 2 
one one 1900. "16 "188 

itrawberries* ... ose ose 
Unenumersted ... 890 31,673 
Tons, 2,821 |}... 2,867 
egetables, ra¥ 
9 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 16,714 84,028 


* These fruits were jecinded with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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Foreign Trade of Mexico. 


Value of Exports from Mexico distinguished according to the under- 
mentioned categories during the Seven months ended January, 


1897-98, 1898-99, and 1899-1900 respectively. 


Exports (Sitver Vatvation). 


i Value of Exports during the Seven 
| Months ended January. 
Classification of Articles. 
i 1897-8. 1898-9. | 1899-1900. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
Mineral products ... 58,268,000 | 54,312,000 | 48,146,000 
: Vegetable products .| 15,058,009 | 21,305,000 | 25,382,000 
Animal products ... 4,706,000 | 5,431,000 | 6,533,000 
' Manufactured articles 911,000 | 1,437,000 $70,600 
Miscellaneous articles ... 30,000 12,000 | 384,000 
it Total exports we bullion 
and specie)... Dols.| 73,973,000 | 82,500,000 | 81,415,C00 
4 
{n £ sterling. 
£ £ £ 
Mineral products ... -5,827,000 | 5,431,000 | 4,815,000 
Vegetable products... 1,506,000 2,131,000 2,538,000 
; Animal products ... 470,000 543,006 653,000 
| Manufactured articles 91,000 144,000 97,000. 
Miscellaneous articles me 3,000 1,000 38,000 
Total exports (including bullion 

and specie... 7,397,000 | 8,250,000 | 8,141,0C0 


NotE.—The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been 
converted int» English currency at the iate of 2s, 
and specie, 


The figures include bullion 


i 
| 
| 
; 
| i 
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Foreign Trade of Mexico (continued), 


Value of Imports into Mexico, distinguished according to the under- 


mentioned categories, during the Seven Months ended January, 


1897-98, 1898-99, and 1899-1900 respectively. 


Imports (Gotp Va.vatioy). 


Value of Imports during the Seven 
Months ended January. 
Classification of Articles. 


1897-8. 1898-9. 1899-1900, 


Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
Animal substances ... eee ese «| 1,329,000 1,771,000 2,478,000 


Vegetable substances 3,445,000 4,057,009 4,485,000 
Minerals... * ...| 5,537,000 6,323,000 8,466,000 
Tissues and manufactures ‘thereof «| 4,810,000 5,460,000 5,784,000 
Chemical products ... ove 1,095,000 1,065,000 1,303,000 


Wines, liquors, and beverages 1,214,000 1,436,000 1,530,000 
Paper, and manufactures thereof ie 789,000 1 ,003, 000 1,235,000 j 
Machinery ... 8,462,000 4, 142, 000 5,537,000 | 


Vehicles... ove ove 827,000 503, 000 803,000 
Arms and explosives. ove ove 589,000 625,000 845,000 
Miscellaneous articles... a 593,000 669,000 956,000 


Total imports (including ‘pullion| 
and specie)... «.. Dols.) 23,690,000 | 27,054,000 | 33,422,000 


In £& Sterling. 


£ 
Animal substances ... eee ooo ove 266,000 354,000 495,000 
Vegetable substances ...| 689,000 811,000 897,000 
Minerals... 1,107,000 1,265,000 1,693,000 
Tissues and manufactures thereof es} 962,000 1,092,000 1,157,000 
Chemical products ... ove oe eos 219,000 213,000 261,000 
Wines, liquora, and beverages... “au 243,000 287,000 306,000 
Paper, and manufactures thereof oe 158,000 201,000 247,000 
Machinery ... «692,000 828,000 | 1,107,000 _ 
Vehicles eee eee ose eos 165,000 101,000 161,000 
Arms and explosives = aia wee 118,000 125,000 169,000 
Miscellaneous articles aa 119,000 134,000 191,000 
Total imports Gneluding ‘builion 
and specie) ose £| 4,738,000 5,411,000 6,684,000 


Nore.—The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been 
converted into English currency at the rate of 4s, The figures include bullion 
and specie, 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Place. 


Denmark (1898. Supplementary) eve 

Benegal and Dependencies 
German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) 
Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . ove 
Germany, Prussian shai 1897- 1900 ... 
Hangchow (1898) ose 
Portugal (1897 and 1898) oe 
Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ose 
Venice (1898-99) 
Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. 

- New Orleans and District — . 
Servia (1898 and 1899)... 
Somali Coast . see 

Thessaly (1899), 

Netherlands (1899) 
Havre (1899) 

. Ciudad Bolivar 

Para (1898-99) 
Italy (1898 and 1899) . 
Texas (1899) . 
Curacgoa and Dependencies (1899) 
La Rochelle and District (1899) ... 
Charlestown and District (1899) 
Coquimbo (1898) 
Trebizond and Sivas (1899) 

Japan (1899) .. 
Baltimore (1899) 
Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 
Germany (1899) 
Stockholm and East Sweedish Coast caso) 
Bohemia 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Belgium—Flax Indastey of Courtrai 

France.—Report on French Colonies eee 

Germany.—New ~— German Mortgage Bank Law 
Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eee 
Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 
Germany.—Report'on the German;Colonial Estimates for 1900 
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